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MEETING SUMMARY   
Purpose: Public Information Meeting  

Date and Time: March 4, 2021, 6:30PM 

Location: Meeting held virtually via Zoom Webinar 

Participants: See Attached Participant List 

 

Agenda Item Discussion 

Welcome and 
Introductions 

The purpose of the Public Information Meeting was to provide information 
about the draft Comprehensive Plan Amendment, including its preparation 
and key recommended actions and to answer questions and comments 
related to the content of the draft plan amendment or questions about the 
planning process. The event included an overview presentation by the Town’s 
consultant team, followed by a question-and-answer session focused on the 
comprehensive planning process. Community members were encouraged to 
review the draft which was made available on the Town website at 
www.coeymans.org as well as the project website at www.plancoeymans.com.  

The Town of Coeymans initiated an update to its 2006 Comprehensive Plan to 
reflect the needs of today and identify a direction for the future. The 
Comprehensive Plan amendment will create a framework for the future of the 
Town related to a range of topic areas, including land use, economic 
development, infrastructure, transportation, government administration and 
the environment. The Town Board has hosted a variety of public outreach and 
engagement activities throughout the preparation of the document, including 
the creation of a website devoted specifically to the effort, a community 
survey, socially distanced in-person information pop-up tables at key 
community events, and a series of updates and discussions at Town Board 
meetings. Additionally, the Town Board has scheduled and opened a formal 
public hearing to gather public feedback. 

The planning process is being guided by the Coeymans Town Board and 
facilitated by a consultant team led by M.J. Engineering and Land Surveying, 
P.C. (MJ) of Clifton Park. 

TOWN OF COEYMANS 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE 
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The Public Information Meeting was publicized through a variety of methods, 
including a press release, digital flyers, the Town’s website and social media 
and the project website at www.plancoeymans.com.  

Due to the ongoing COVD-19 pandemic, the Public Information Meeting was 
held virtually via Zoom webinar. Registration for the event was required and 
participants could register via the project website. Approximately 60 members 
of the public registered for the event and a total of 40 people participated. A 
list of registrants and participants is attached at the end of this summary and 
is also available on the project website at www.plancoeymans.com/public-
engagement-opportunities.  

 

The following items were included on the meeting agenda: 

• Welcome & Introductions 
• Webinar “How To” 
• Participant Polls 
• Project Overview 
• Draft Plan Amendment Overview 
• Next Steps  
• Questions and Answers 

Project Team Members Present: 

• Jaclyn Hakes, AICP, Project Manager, MJ Engineering 
• Andrew Gillcrist, Planner, MJ Engineering 

  

Webinar “How 
To” 

Ms. Hakes provided an overview of how the webinar would function and how 
attendees could participate and leave comments. A summary of how 
participants could participate is presented below: 
 

• There were several interactive polls during the presentation and 
participants were encouraged to participate. 

 
• A Q&A session was held at the end of the presentation to answer 

questions about the project 
o To post a question, participants could utilize the “Q & A” 

function in their Zoom Webinar panel 
o Participants could also speak to the project team utilizing the 

“Raise Hand’ feature. The project team answered questions 
and received comments based on the order in which hands 
were raised. 
 If on a telephone, participants could dial *9 to raise 

their hand and *6 to mute/unmute 
 

• Following the webinar, additional written comments could be 
submitted to the project email at: PlanCoeymans@gmail.com or 
townclerk@coeymans.org  
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Participant Polls 

During the presentation, several interactive participant polls were conducted 
to find out who was joining the event, if they had reviewed the draft Plan 
Amendment and which topic areas of the plan were most important to the 
group. A summary of poll results follows. 
 
Question 1: Who is joining us this evening? (select all that apply) 

1. Resident – 71% 
2. Property Owner – 74% 
3. Business Owner (in Town) – 9% 
4. Student – 0% 
5. Visitor – 6% 
6. Other – 21% 

 
Question 2: How did you find out about the Public Information Meeting? 
(select all that apply) 

1. Social Media – 61% 
2. Town website – 21% 
3. Project website (plancoeymans.com) – 12% 
4. Word of mouth – 52% 
5. Other – 24% 

 
Question 3: Have you had the opportunity to review the Draft Comprehensive 
Plan Amendment? 

1. Yes – 50% 
2. No – 13% 
3. Some parts – 37% 

 
Question 4: Which topic area of the plan amendment are you most interested 
in? (Select all that apply) 

1. Economic Development – 75% 
2. Infrastructure – 46% 
3. Transportation – 32% 
4. Natural Resources and Agriculture – 68% 
5. Land Use and Zoning – 79% 
6. Government Administration and Policies – 50% 

Project Overview 

In the next part of the presentation, Ms. Hakes (MJ) provided an overview of 
the project starting with an explanation of the purpose of a Comprehensive 
Plan and an overview of the tasks associated with this effort. Following is a 
summary of topics discussed in the Project Overview.  
 
What is a Comprehensive Plan? 

• According to NYS Town Law – Article 16 §272-A: "town comprehensive 
plan" means the materials, written and/or graphic, including but not 
limited to maps, charts, studies, resolutions, reports and other 
descriptive material that identify the goals, objectives, principles, 
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guidelines, policies, standards, devices and instruments for the 
immediate and long-range protection, enhancement, growth and 
development of the town located outside the limits of any 
incorporated village or city. 

• A comprehensive plan is a blueprint for the future of a community; 
broad in nature; and addresses community-wide topics 

• A comprehensive plan is not 
o Zoning 
o Parcel specific 
o A venue to address individual projects under review or in the 

review pipeline 
• While a comprehensive plan is not zoning, the Town’s zoning code 

must be consistent with the vision outlined in the plan  
 
Determining When to Update 

• Elapsed Time: 5 years generally 
• A community may need to update their comprehensive plan based on 

changes in: 
o Demographics 
o Municipal budgets 
o Economic Conditions 
o Society changes (technology) 
o Infrastructure challenges  
o Single issue/focused plans completed 

• Land Use:  
o Are patterns in balance? 
o Meet resident expectations & needs? 

• Zoning:  
o Requests for variances or zone changes? 

 
Coeymans Comprehensive Plan Amendment Overview 

• The Town’s existing Comprehensive Plan was adopted in 2006 
• The Town initiated a targeted update to the 2006 plan in July 2020 
• The existing plan will continue to serve as the guiding document for the 

Town 
• The targeted update serves as an amendment to the existing plan 

 
Project Tasks 

• Task 1: Project Coordination 
• Task 2: Existing Conditions Supplement 
• Task 3: Public Engagement   
• Task 4: Comprehensive Plan Report Card  
• Task 5: Targeted Comprehensive Plan Amendments    
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Public Engagement 
The project included a number of public engagement formats to inform the 
public about the project and to gather input to help shape the plan. 
Engagement included: 
  

• Project Website 
• Social Media Outreach 
• Online Community Survey 
• Public Visioning Pop-Ups 

o Farmer’s Market 
o Riverfest 

• Town Board Updates 
• Stakeholder Group Meetings 

 
Several public engagement events and opportunities were conducted and 
included: 

• Farmer’s Market Pop-up Table 
o August 5, 2020 

• Riverfest Pop-up Table 
o September 12, 2020 

• Online Community Survey 
o Live August – September 2020 

• Public Hearing  
o Opened: January 28, 2021 
o Closed: March 11, 2021 

• Public Information Meeting 
o March 4, 2021 

 
Stakeholder Meetings 
Stakeholder Group Meetings were also held during the planning process to 
identify challenges and opportunities in Town based on specific topic areas. 
Stakeholders were identified by the Town and included property owners, 
business owners, Town staff, regional partners and community leaders. These 
meetings were intended to be small group discussions with people that have 
particular knowledge or expertise in a specific topic area to focus on specific 
issues and opportunities in the Town.  
 
Topic based stakeholder meetings were held in August and September 2020 
and included the following topic-based groups: 

• Infrastructure, Mobility and Transportation 
• Economic Growth, Land Development and Business 
• Open Space, Recreation, Agriculture and Environment  
• Education, History and Culture 
• Health, Community Services and Emergency Services 
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Draft Plan 
Amendment 

Overview 

The next section of the presentation included an overview of the development 
of the draft plan amendment and an overview of the recommended actions 
from each section of the plan.  
 
The development of the plan amendment began with a review of existing 
conditions in the Town. Much of this work occurred prior to the consultant 
team’s work and included the Comprehensive Plan Update Preparation Report 
(Preparation Report) and Natural Resources Inventory (NRI). The Preparation 
Report report was completed in March 2020 by the Capital District Regional 
Planning Commission and included key demographic and socioeconomic 
information for the Town. The NRI was completed in July 2019 and provided 
existing conditions information about the environmental resources of the 
Town. These documents were reviewed and utilized to help inform the 
development of the draft plan amendment. 
 
To build on the work already completed, the consultant team engaged in a 
supplemental existing conditions report that included an investigation of 
sewer and water infrastructure in Town to identify areas of concern or 
improvement to be addressed in the plan.  
 
The development of the plan also included a review of the existing 2006 
Comprehensive Plan to identify which recommendations of the plan were 
implemented, which recommendations have not been implemented, and 
which recommendations may still be relevant today. To assist with this effort, 
the Town Board engaged in a Report Card Exercise to identify which areas of 
the existing plan had been implemented or not and which recommendations 
were still relevant. The outcome of this exercise was a listing of potential topic 
areas to address in the Comprehensive Plan Amendment.  
 
Finally, the plan development included input from the Town Board and the 
public through public engagement efforts to help identify needs and 
opportunities in Town, which helped to shape the recommendations and topic 
areas identified in the plan amendment.  
 
The Plan Amendment Sections include the following: 

• Introduction 
• Targeted Update Areas 
• Implementation 
• Appendices 
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The Plan Amendment included a series of Appendices to support the plan. 
Those Appendices include: 

• Appendix A – Existing Conditions Supplement 
• Appendix B – Comprehensive Plan Update      Preparation Report 

(CDRPC) 
• Appendix C – Potential Topic Areas for Comprehensive Plan Update 
• Appendix D – Online Community Survey Summary 
• Appendix E – Stakeholder Meeting Summaries 
• Appendix F – Town Board Workshop Summaries 

 
A description of each section of the Plan Amendment follows: 
 
Introduction 

• Project Overview 
• The Planning Process 
• Existing Conditions 
• Community Snapshot 
• Public Engagement  
• Regional Context  

 
Targeted Amendment Areas 
The topic areas of the targeted amendment were established based on input 
from the public, Town Board, stakeholders, a review of existing conditions and 
a review of pas planning initiatives. The Targeted topic areas include: 

• Economic Development 
• Infrastructure  
• Transportation 
• Natural Resources and Agriculture 
• Land Use and Zoning 
• Government Administration and Policies   

 
Following is a list of each target area and key recommendations included in 
the Plan.  

• Economic Development 
o ED1. Encourage economic growth in existing industrial areas, 

the Coeymans Hamlet, Village of Ravena and commercial 
areas along Route 9W.  

o ED2. Collaborate with the Ravena-Coeymans-Selkirk 
Community Business Association and the Village of Ravena to 
develop a branding and marketing strategy to promote small 
businesses and offerings in the Town and Village.  

o ED3. Support economic development in the Town of 
Coeymans by fostering a healthy business environment and 
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promoting the development and growth of new and 
established businesses.  

o ED4. Encourage property owners and business owners to 
invest and improve the aesthetic appeal of their properties.  

o ED5. Explore opportunities for grants to support small 
businesses, including the New York Main Street Program, 
Community Development Block Grants and Empire State 
Development grants.  

o ED6. Balance the protection of the environment and public 
health with the expansion of industrial development.  
 

• Infrastructure 
o I1. Continue to maintain and upgrade existing sewer system 

and wastewater treatment plant as needed.  
o I2. Explore opportunities for appropriate expansion of the 

water and wastewater systems in Town.  
o I3. Pursue funding opportunities, including state and federal 

infrastructure grants 
o I4. Continue to coordinate with the Village of Ravena on 

maintenance and potential expansion of water infrastructure.  
o I5. Investigate the feasibility of establishing a metering system 

for water and wastewater in residences.  
o I6. Investigate areas of Town that are underserved by 

broadband and ensure internet connectivity Town-wide.  
 

• Transportation 
o T1. Consider the adoption of a Complete Streets policy to be 

more inclusive of all modes of transportation and people of all 
abilities. 

o T2. Explore the feasibility of a dedicated off-ramp from I-87 to 
the Coeymans Industrial Park. This will require coordination 
with NYSDOT, NY Thruway Authority, the Town and other 
entities.  

o T3. Explore opportunities to reduce or divert truck traffic 
through the Town and Village or reduce impacts of truck 
traffic. 
 

• Natural Resources and Agriculture 
o NR1. Consider the development of an Open Space, Recreation 

and Trails Plan to ensure that future parks are developed and 
programmed in a manner consistent with resident needs and 
desires. 
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o NR2. Continue to provide special events at parks like 
Coeyemans Landing Park and Joralemon Park to attract 
visitors and for the enjoyment of residents.  

o NR3. Continue to support coordinated youth programs and 
activities between the Town, Village and School District.  

o NR4. Explore the development of additional recreational 
amenities at the Town’s various riverfront and lakefront areas. 

o NR5. Consider tools to protect the Town’s environmentally 
sensitive lands identified in the Natural Resources Inventory in 
order to protect them from adverse impacts that development 
may have on land, air, water quality, natural habitats, unique 
land formations and public health, welfare, and safety.  

o NR6. Protect the Town’s water bodies and lands that serve as 
important natural drainage channels, provide drinking water, 
and function as wildlife habitat and groundwater recharge 
areas. 

o NR7. Consider the protection of lands and scenic resources 
that contribute to the Town’s unique character and scenic 
vistas. This may include the expansion of parks, development 
of additional trails and protection of agricultural lands and 
open space through a voluntary conservation easement 
program.  

o NR8. Strive to become a community resilient to climate risks 
to ensure environmental and economic sustainability through 
community educational activities. 
 

• Land Use and Zoning 
o LZ1. Update the zoning code to reflect the current needs of 

the community and for consistency with the Comprehensive 
Plan Update. Possible updates may include revising definitions 
and evaluating the zoning code for consistency with New York 
State Town Law.  

o LZ2. Coordinate with the Village of Ravena to ensure 
compatibility of land uses and zoning districts with any 
subsequent zoning code updates.  

o LZ3. Ensure a balance of industrial and residential areas of 
Town to protect and enhance community character. Industrial 
development should be focused in existing industrial areas 
and buffered from existing neighborhoods.  

o LZ4. Continue enforcing existing land use regulations.  
o LZ5. Consider adopting a Vacant Building Registry. 
o LZ6. Foster the development of pro-active neighborhood 

associations that can work together to implement positive 
changes in the Town’s neighborhoods. 
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o LZ7. Explore the implementation of a Town-wide Housing 
Rehabilitation Program. 

o LZ8. Work with local and state partners to identify and combat 
zombie properties. 
 

• Government Administration and Policies 
o GA1. Develop an Application Checklist that includes 

requirements for site plan, subdivision, variance and SEQR 
review to help streamline the development review process and 
improve efficiency for the Town and applicants.  

o GA2. Promote and encourage intermunicipal cooperation and 
communication with the Village of Ravena.  

o GA3. Explore the feasibility of a consolidation of the Town and 
Village of Ravena.  

o GA4. Continue to provide a high quality of public services for 
the safety, and comfort of residents and business owners in 
the Town.  

o GA5. Continue to maintain public infrastructure, including 
water and sewer and other resources and services that meet 
the needs of current and future residents.  

o GA6. Explore additional opportunities for shared services with 
adjacent municipalities to share the cost of certain community 
services.  

o GA7. Explore opportunities to construct a new Town Hall, 
public safety building and Town Court or relocate to a larger 
space to increase efficiency of local government functions and 
better serve the community.  

 
Implementation 

• This section describes the process for implementing the 
Comprehensive Plan 

o First step is to evaluate zoning to ensure alignment with plan 
• Implementation matrix 

o Guide for determining short-term, mid-term and long-term 
actions 

o Identification of potential project lead and partners 
o Potential funding sources 
o Status column to track and review progress 

 

Next Steps 

• Public Hearing Remains Open: March 11th 
• After Close of Public Hearing: 

o Town Board to consider public comments 
• Revisions to draft amendment based on public feedback and Town 

Board direction 
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• Town Board to consider adoption of plan amendment (SEQR, Vote) 

Question and 
Answer 

After the presentation, participants had an opportunity to ask questions and 
leave comments utilizing the Raise Hand feature in Zoom to ask questions 
directly or by using the Q&A function to leave written questions or comments. 
Participants were also encouraged to email any additional comments to the 
Town Clerk at townclerk@coeymans.org following the webinar.  
 
The purpose of the question and answer session was to gather feedback on 
the content of the Comprehensive Plan Amendment and answer questions 
related to the plan development process. 
 
A summary of questions and comments follows for those that spoke during 
the webinar. A full list of written questions and comments is attached. The list 
of questions and comments and a full recoding of the meeting with project 
team responses are also available online at www.plancoeymans.com/public-
engagement-opportunities.  
 
Questions/Comments: 

• In terms of development of the waterfront and plans to bring in 
municipal waste, who benefits? 

• Many residents are concerned about what the Town and Carver 
Companies are planning along the waterfront and also concerned 
about pollution of air and water. Need to protect the Hudson River. 
Any development planned along the waterfront should take into 
account as a priority the protection of the environment instead of the 
exploitation of the environment 

• Concern raised about how to find out about which stakeholders were 
invited to participate in stakeholder meetings and inclusivity of 
members of the public involved 

• Concerns raised about there not being enough public input gathered 
through the public engagement process 

• What happens in Coeymans affects more than just Town residents. All 
Albany County residents are affected, particularly with regards to air 
and water quality. Concerns raised about pollution related to tire and 
waste burning and their impacts on water and air quality. How to 
balance industrialization with natural resources and public health? 

• Concerns raised that paper mailers were not sent to individual 
residents about the Public Information Meeting. Concerns were also 
raised that public engagement efforts did not yield enough 
participation via the information pop-up tables given the COVID-19 
situation 

• The informational meeting is occurring too late in the process 
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• How does the Town Board prioritize the recommendations of the plan? 
The public should have a say in the prioritization of the 
recommendations 

• Could have been more involvement of the community to pull together 
the plan 

• Concern raised about industrial practices and their impact on 
neighboring communities and ensuring that industrial users are 
following environmental regulations 

• Concern raised that plan over emphasizes industrial expansion and if 
environmental studies have been done to measure the impact of 
industrial expansion 

• Concern raised about how the plan addresses potential toxic 
emissions from industrial development and industrial processes 

• Concern raised that local air emissions law was weakened to prioritize 
industrial users 

• Concern that public outreach was too limited 

• Concerns raised regarding the Town’s local Clean Air Law 

• Concern raised that 12% vacant housing units seems high. How to 
better address vacant housing units in the Comp Plan 

• Concern raised about Coeymans Landing Master Plan and making 
sure there is public involvement 

• Village and Town need to collaborate more particularly with grants like 
the New York Main Street Grant Program 

 
 
This meeting summary conveys our understanding of the items discussed. Please forward any 
additions, corrections and/or questions to my attention. 
 
Submitted by: 
Andrew Gillcrist  
 

cc: Project File, Town Board 
 DRAFT
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Attendee Report
Attended First Name Last Name
Yes Joy Iafallo
Yes Russell Kalney
No Sarah Hafensteiner
Yes Cindy Rowzee
Yes Melanie Lekocevic
No Kristen Geoghegan
Yes Josephine O'Connor
Yes Bonnie Goldsmith
Yes Lena Hitchcock
Yes Lena Hitchcock
Yes starr ross
No Judith Felsten
Yes Joseph Boehlke
Yes Carlo de Oliveira
No Cindy Giammattei
Yes Candace Mchugh
No Anastasia Onorata
Yes Wendy Williams
Yes Carol McDonald
No Frances Lobdell
Yes Marisa Tutay
Yes Carol Waterman
Yes Raymond Kottke
No James Schwarzwalder
Yes Peter Thomas
Yes Danielle Northrup
No Wanda Whitney
Yes Sara Pruiksma
Yes amy briamonte
Yes Linda Muller
Yes Jackie Kalney
No Michael Rizzo
Yes Audrey Troy
Yes Ellen Kozak
Yes Steven Doggette
Yes Curt Devenitch
Yes Barbara Heinzen
Yes Yvonne Shackelton
Yes Cindy Tracey
No virginia pearson
Yes Mary Theresa Julien
Yes Roberta Jeracka
Yes Rose Carman
Yes Rose Carman
No Renee Devenitch
Yes ERIC COPLAND
Yes Christine Primomo
Yes Christine Primomo
No Crystal Langdon
Yes Bridget Engelhardt
Yes Bridget Engelhardt
Yes Bridget Engelhardt
Yes Jennifer Fisk-Jaskolka
Yes Rebecca Flach
No Sonja Stark
Yes Audry June
Yes jo-ann
Yes jo-ann
Yes Richard Jr. Connell
Yes Brad Winne
Yes Brad Winne
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1 How many people are on this webinar please
2 can we have a list of participants please?
3 What happens when the amendments contradict the original Comp Plan?
4 Regarding public engagement: did MJ advise the Town to send a mailer, like surrounding communities did?
5 Many people are not on Facebook- if we wanted real community engagement wouldn't we want to send a flier to all residents about these opportunities?
6 How were stakeholders selected?
7 There was 8 different stakeholder meetings? Did I hear that right?
8 How many people are atteding this meeting?

9 River towns north and south of Albany are benefiting from revitalization but Ravena is not. How will waterfront revitalization for CITIZENS not industry be prioritized so that we too can 
benefit from upstate river town revitalization?

10 I do wonder: is 2020/2021 the right year to do this when there is limited public engagement due to a pandemic or should this be put off until real community engagement can occur and all 
voices be heard? The rush seems by design.

11 is 13% of land zoned Industrial in a town of 50 square miles, 7400 residents,  considered large, small or average?

12
The comment that was made that the Town Board only has to hold one puclic hearing is not accurate.  The Town Law states that it is essential to the designing of a Comp Plan to have 
participation of citiznes in an open and flexible process.  Section 272-A(6) specifically says thet the "Town Board shall hold one or more public hearing ... if it deems necessary to assure full 
opportunity for citizen prticipation in the preparation of the plan.

13 Why is the disabled please?
14 Please enable chat.
15 Please do not distribute my email address.
16 I am not a resident of Coeymans. May I submit comments or questions to the town clerk ?
17 How were participants chosen for the stakeholder meetings?
18 Consider the I-87 off ramp for all vehicles.
19 Why is the Board not here?
20 Is this being recorded and being made available to view later?

21
When exploring and stating on a comp plan a goal that they are moving toward which effects the village, consolidation, how can that be stated without input from the village officials?

22
The Alcove Reservoir is a prominant feature in the rural western part of the town.  Have you approached the City of Albany about allowing some access to this great resource?

23
Question is ... The Stakholders invited to participate in the Comp Plan discussion does not represent a diverse segment of Coeymans residents.  Rather, the great majority of them appear to 
be people who stand to benefit from more industrial expansion.  How were these Stakeholders selected? Why other stakholders such as teachers, parents, historians, environmentalists, 
individuals involved in the 2006 Comp Plan, were not invited to participate in the Comp Plan discussion?

24

These were the land use goals of 2006 plan.  How compatible are these goals with the economic development ambitions for more industry along rte 144 and the riverfront?

“Goal #1: Preserve and enhance Coeymans existing rural, small town character 

Goal #2: Encourage future development that minimizes negative impacts on natural resources

Goal #3: Protect the community’s visual character and aesthetics, especially along corridors and at prominent gateways.”
25 Who represented the Coeymans Landing Neighborhood?

26 Do you realize that the ‘stakeholders’ list was not inclusive at all.
The list had to be foiled.

27 How many people were part of the popup meetings?  How much time did you spend with them?
28 So if you didn’t go to buy veggies ta the Farmers’ Market, during a pandemic, you didn’t get to chime in?

29
Not a question, but a comment.  As a resident of the town, one of the most attractive features of living here is the greenspace.  My family relocated from out of area and found the 
connection to the Hudson River and local views most attractive.  The increase of industrialization is concerning.  I hope this plan ensures that no further expansion of industry through 
zoning changes can occur.

30 You said that you are unfamiliar with the issue of municipal waste in our community - is that in fact true?  If so, it is something you have to ask the town board to bring you up to speed on.  
It is a polarizing issue here and one that you need to be aware of.

31
Need to utilize Ravena water over Martins Hill. Ravena has the ability to request from Albany far more supply than they are using. Wastewater lines should be installed at the same time.

32
Why are there people on here speaking about Clean Air Law?  This is about the Comprehensive plan for the Town of Coeymans...quite frankly a Comprehensive plan doesn’t require people 
outside the town to be present.  In addition I would like to see evidence of Carver companies bringing in municipal waste? This is not a Clean Air Law meeting people it’s a a Comprehensive 
plan for the residents of the town of Coeymans

33 If MJ engineering knew that the Stakeholders invited to participate in the Comp Plan discussions are not representative of the community, would you recommend that the process begins 
anew so that we can ensure the the community as a whole is involved in this proposed plan or amendment to the Comp Plan?

34 How do you describe the “area where industry already exists?”  Is that current industrial zones?
35 What are the plans for improving infrastructure for water and sewer in the town?
36 How are we regulating industrial growth at the Port.

37 From an engineering standpoint is there any way to hide large industrial areas from  view for those that live up hill from them? One of the major issues I have heard from people is how their 
view is no longer a benefit of where they live and it will only increase with additional buildings in the Industiral Park.

38
Oh, yes, they went under contract on May 15 when Covid was in full force. It's by design. And, I bet the other communities are being much more proactive in getting community input.

39 How many public hearings have there been on this comprehensive plan, or has there been a public comment period allowed for interested parties to comment.

40 How is a limit on industrial development kept to within existing areas with respect to toxic emissions from the burning of tires and other imported waste. These “limits“ as identified in the 
draft comprehensive plan do not address industrial developments that result in toxic emissions into the air, especially when these emissions are located beside a public school.

41 We need to have an objective Environmental Impact Study that looks at the Cumulative IMpact of industrial development on the Hudson River.  I am told this usually gets done at the time 
of a comp plan.  Was a GEIS considered during this process?

42 I would like to suggest that the Comp Plan define what Balance is, and how balance will be kept between Industrial and Residential nieghborhoods. Especially since industry is currently 13% 
of current land use, just under half the residental land use - I think it is especially important to define this. Does the Town Board believe balance is 50/50?

43 But we want to talk to each other.
44 This is not a stakeholder meeting - this is not a visioning excerise and should not be accepted as such.
45 It is legal for us to see the full particpant list. Please post it. It is part of the Open Hearings Law.

46 After March 11, based on the feedback received from emails to the town, comments at public hearings, is MJDesigns planning on revising the comp plan amendments before the board 
votes on the approval of the plan?

47 Clearly there is a tremendous amount of interest in this draft comp. plan. At this time, at this meeting, we have heard that there are an enormous number of stakeholders who feel 
insufficiently heard. Is it possible to extend this process so that our communities can participate more fully than has been allowed for up to this point?

48 You do realize, as lovely as the Booths are - they do not live in Coeymans. So no residents of the Hamlet were included.

49 truck traffic is a huge problem for us. expanding the amount of indusrty in the industrial zoned districts will expand the amount of trucks coming in and out of the town. how is this going to 
be addressed in the Comp plan? a dedicated exit from the thruway is years away if ever. what sort of industry will be allowed moving forward.

50 Who from the hamlet was involved in creating the draft of “improvements” for the Coeymans Landing Town Park? Was anyone in the surrounding area contacted for ideas or 
recommendations?

Question Report
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Thank you for your time tonight.
My concerns have been mentioned by others, but I feel it’s important to also share my concerns.
1. Online survey-With only 2% of community members responding, that’s limited feedback at best.  I agree with others that have asked why other methods of communication were not 
used.
2. Stakeholders-As a pretty involved community member, I was not aware of the process for looking for folks to be part of this process.  This should have been a more transparent and 
widespread endeavor.
3. Industrialization-I share the concerns of others about this 

*Are the meeting minutes/notes for each of the stakeholder meetings that were held this summer be published?

I agree that the community needs more time to share their thoughts.  

Thanks

52
You dismissed my question saying it has already been addressed. but it has NOT been addressed. Respectfully, please read this fully. 

How is a limit on industrial development kept to within existing areas with respect to toxic emissions from the burning of tires and other imported waste. These “limits“ as identified in the 
draft comprehensive plan do not address industrial developments that result in toxic emissions into the air, especially when these emissions are located beside a public school.

53 Audrey Troye is referring to the gutting of the Clean Air Law such that LaFarge et al can burn tires and other waste.
54 This is more time and discussion then the Board has given us. No wonder they didn't want to be here!
55 Many people are only learning about the comp plan for the first time.  Can we re-open the process of consultation please?
56 Why did the board choose your firm over others in the area

57 Who from the hamlet was involved in creating the draft of “improvements” for the Coeymans Landing Town Park? Was anyone in the surrounding area contacted for ideas or 
recommendations?

58
This consultation should be a process of dialogue, not submitting comments.  As a community we need a conversation with each other.  I don’t think your process has allowed for that.

59 The children of the town need better playgrounds.  I know this seems trivial, but nice playgrounds are a huge draw for families.

60 Brad Winne (You): Who from the hamlet was involved in creating the draft of “improvements” for the Coeymans Landing Town Park? Was anyone in the surrounding area contacted for 
ideas or recommendations?

61 If Jackie and Andrew would like to address Bonnie's question asking "what if the current Board is in the pocket of LaFarge and the owner of The Port of Coeymans", what can residents do to 
address this?

62 Yes, to echo Brad - residents NEED to be involved in the redesign of the Coeymans Landing Park

63
Early last year the Town of Coeymans year passed a Clean Air Law protecting our air from toxic pollution. Albany County passed an additional and significant comprehensive Clean Air Law. 
Then Coeymans nullified our Local Clean air Law lto allow for the type of toxic emissions that will result from the burning of tires at Lafarge Holcim. Can you address how residents will be 
protected from air pollution given the sequence of these actions

64 NYS Main Stree Program page 10
65 In other words, how to avoid "conflict of interest"?

66
MJ Engineering thank you for your patience and willingness to answer all questions even those that  have  nothing to do with the comprehensive plan. you have gone above and beyond.
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